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precious possession. " The more I grow to appreciate
him/' she once wrote, " the more I tremble lest he be
taken from us/'
Though many of Kaunitz's eccentricities were
affected, he was by no means an intellectual poseur.
As Frederick the Great quite rightly admitted, " his
knowledge of political affairs was as profound as his
personal tastes were frivolous/' He had a brilliant
mind, though he often chose to conceal this fact behind
some trivial though witty remark. He was extremely
secretive, and as Sir Robert Keith wrote to Lord Car-
marthen, " Kaunitz has no confidants nor even intimates,
and therefore his designs are impenetrable/*
Whether people understood Kaunitz's intentions or
not, they had to admit that he had a profound know-
ledge of many subjects. He was an expert not only in
foreign affairs, but had great knowledge, and an in-
tuitive flair for domestic politics as well. He loved art
and literature, but at the same time he knew enough
about economics to stimulate the development of
Austria's silk and porcelain industries.
" He was tall/' we are told, " well-made, muscular,
of rather a lithe figure. His complexion was milk-
white, his hair blonde, his eyes blue; and though
ordinarily of a calm expression, yet now and then
flashing with the keen glance of an eagle. His brow was
a little arched, his nose aquiline, his chin somewhat
prominent, his mouth delicately formed and rather
small. Kauuitz used to wear a remarkable tie-wig with
a profusion of curls, which, to cover every wrinkle in his
forehead, raa across it in a zigzag line. He seems to
have been the inventor of the art of powdering (practised
also by the famous Prince de Ligne), and he used to
walk to and fro through a double line of servants, each

